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Hate Crimes Today:
An Age-Old Foe in Modern Dress

Hate crimes--violent acts against people, property, or organizations because of
the group to which they belong or identify with--are a tragic part of American
history. However, it wasn't until early in this decade that the federal government
began to collect data on how many and what kind of hate crimes are being
committed, and by whom. Thus, the statistical history on hate crimes is meager.
Psychological studies are also fairly new. Nevertheless, scientific research is
beginning to yield some good perspectives on the general nature of crimes
committed because of real or perceived differences in race, religion, ethnicity or
national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or gender.

According to the FBI, about 30% of hate crimes in 1996 were crimes against
property. They involved robbing, vandalizing, destroying, stealing, or setting fire
to vehicles, homes, stores, or places of worship.

About 70% involve an attack against a person. The offense can range from
simple assault (i.e., no weapon is involved) to aggravated assault, rape, and
murder. This kind of attack takes place on two levels; not only is it an attack on
one's physical self, but it is also an attack on one's very identity.

Many people perceive hate crime perpetrators as crazed, hate-filled neo-Nazis or
"skinheads". But research by Dr. Edward Dunbar, a clinical psychologist at the
University of California, Los Angeles, reveals that of 1,459 hate crimes
committed in the Los Angeles area in the period 1994 to 1995, fewer than 5% of
the offenders were members of organized hate groups.

Most hate crimes are carried out by otherwise law-abiding young people who see
little wrong with their actions. Alcohol and drugs sometimes help fuel these
crimes, but the main determinant appears to be personal prejudice, a situation
that colors people's judgment, blinding the aggressors to the immorality of what
they are doing. Such prejudice is most likely rooted in an environment that
disdains someone who is "different” or sees that difference as threatening.

One expression of this prejudice is the perception that society sanctions attacks
on certain groups. Dr. Karen Franklin, a forensic psychology fellow at the
Washington Institute for Mental Iliness Research and Training, has found that, in
some settings, offenders perceive that they have societal permission to engage
in violence against homosexuals.

Extreme hate crimes tend to be committed by people with a history of antisocial behavior.
One of the most heinous examples took place in June 1998 in Jasper, Texas. Three men
with jail records offered aride to a black man who walked with a limp. After beating the
victim to death, they dragged him behind their truck until his body was partially
dismembered.



Researchers have concluded that hate crimes are not necessarily random,
uncontrollable, or inevitable occurrences. There is overwhelming evidence that
society can intervene to reduce or prevent many forms of violence, especially
among young people, including the hate-induced violence that threatens and
intimidates entire categories of people.

Educated "guesstimates" of the prevalence of hate crimes are difficult because of
state-by-state differences in the way such crimes are defined and reported.
Federal law enforcement officials have only been compiling nationwide hate
crime statistics since 1991, the year after the Hate Crimes Statistics Act was
enacted. Before passage of the act, hate crimes were lumped together with such
offenses as homicide, assault, rape, robbery, and arson.

In 1996, law enforcement agencies in 49 states and the District of Columbia
reported 8,759 bias-motivated criminal offenses to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the federal government agency mandated by Congress to gather
the statistics. However, points out the FBI, these data must be approached with
caution. Typically, data on hate crimes collected by social scientists and such
groups as the Anti-Defamation League, the National Asian Pacific American
Legal Consortium, and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force show a higher
prevalence of hate crime than do federal statistics.

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998, introduced in both the House
(H.R. 3081) and Senate (S. 1529), seeks to expand federal jurisdiction over
hate crimes by (1) allowing federal authorities to investigate all possible
hate crimes, not only those where the victim was engaged in a federally
protected activity such as voting, going to school, or crossing state lines;
and (2) expanding the categories that are currently covered by hate crimes
legislation to include gender, sexual orientation, and disability.

As with most other offenses, reporting hate crimes is voluntary on the part of the
local jurisdictions. Some states started submitting data only recently and not all
jurisdictions within states are represented in their reports.

In addition, time frames for reporting are uneven, ranging from one month to an
entire year, depending on the jurisdiction. In 1996, only 16% of law enforcement
agencies reported any hate crimes in their regions. Eighty-four percent of
participating jurisdictions-including states with well-documented histories of racial
prejudice-reported zero hate crimes.

Another obstacle to gaining an accurate count of hate crimes is the reluctance of
many victims to report such attacks. In fact, they are much less likely than other
victims to report crimes to the police, despite-or perhaps because of-the fact that
they can frequently identify the perpetrators. This reluctance often derives from
the trauma the victim experiences, as well as a fear of retaliation.

In a study of gay men and lesbians by Dr. Gregory M. Herek, a psychologist at
the University of California, Davis, and his colleagues, Drs. Jeanine Cogan and
Roy Gillis, about one-third of the hate crime victims reported the incident to law



enforcement authorities, compared with two-thirds of gay and lesbian victims of
non-biased crimes. Dr. Dunbar, who studies hate crime in Los Angeles County,
has found that victims of severe hate acts (e.g., aggravated and sexual assaults)
are the least likely of all hate-crime victims to notify law enforcement agencies,
often out of fear of future contact with the perpetrators.

It also appears that some people do not report hate crimes because of fear that
the criminal justice system is biased against the group to which the victim
belongs and, consequently, that law enforcement authorities will not be
responsive. The National Council of La Raza holds that Hispanics often do not
report hate crimes because of mistrust of the police.

Intense feelings of vulnerability, anger, and depression, physical ailments and
learning problems, and difficult interpersonal relations-all symptoms of
posttraumatic stress disorder-can be brought on by a hate crime.

Dr. Herek and his colleagues found that some hate crime victims have needed as
much as 5 years to overcome their ordeal. By contrast, victims of nonbias crimes
experienced a decrease in crime-related psychological problems within 2 years
of the crime. Like other victims of posttraumatic stress, hate crime victims may
heal more quickly when appropriate support and resources are made available
soon after the incident occurs.

Hate crimes are message crimes, according to Dr. Jack McDeuvitt, a criminologist
at Northeastern University in Boston. They are different from other crimes in that
the offender is sending a message to members of a certain group that they are
unwelcome in a particular neighborhood, community, school, or workplace.

Racial Hatred

By far the largest determinant of hate crimes is racial bias, with African
Americans the group at greatest risk. In 1996, 4,831 out of the 7,947 such crimes
reported to the FBI, or 60%, were promulgated because of race, with close to
two-thirds (62%) targeting African Americans. Furthermore, the type of crime
committed against this group has not changed much since the 19th century; it
still includes bombing and vandalizing churches, burning crosses on home lawns,
and murder.

Among the other racially motivated crimes, about 25% were committed against
white people, 7% against Asian Pacific Americans, slightly less than 5% against
multiracial groups, and 1% against Native Americans and Alaskan Natives.



Resentment of Ethnic Minorities

Ethnic minorities in the United States often become targets of hate crimes
because they are perceived to be new to the country even if their families have
been here for generations, or simply because they are seen as different from the
mainstream population. In the first case, ethnic minorities can fall victim to anti-
immigrant bias that includes a recurrent preoccupation with "nativism" (i.e.,
policies favoring people born in the United States), resentment when so-called
"immigrants” succeed (often related to a fear of losing jobs to newcomers), and
disdain or anger when they act against the established norm. In the second case,
negative stereotypes of certain ethnic groups or people of a certain nationality
can fuel antagonism.

Hispanics. People from Latin America are increasingly targets of bias-motivated
crimes. Of 814 hate crimes in 1995 motivated by bias based on ethnicity or
national origin, the FBI found that 63.3% (or 516) were directed against
Hispanics, often because of their immigration status.

Attacks on Hispanics have a particularly long history in California and throughout
the Southwest where, during recurring periods of strong anti-immigrant
sentiment, both new immigrants and long-time U.S. citizens of Mexican descent
were blamed for social and economic problems and harassed or deported en
masse.

Asian Pacific Americans. Bias against Asian Pacific Americans, which is
increasing today, is long-standing. The Chinese Exclusion Act passed in 1882
barred Chinese laborers from entering this country. Along with trepidation that
these workers would take jobs away was the feeling expressed by one Senator
during the Congressional debate and reported in Chronicles of the 20th Century,
that members of this group "do not harmonize with us." The act was not repealed
until 1943. Moreover, although the act specifically referred to the Chinese,
Japanese people were also affected because most people could not tell the two
groups apart. To this day, according to the Leadership Conference on Civil
Rights, hostility against one Asian Pacific American group can spill over onto
another.

In May 1997, a 62-year-old Korean American woman, in the United States
since 1939, was attacked on a San Francisco street and her hip was
broken. The man who assailed her thought she was Chinese.

According to the National Asian Pacific American Legal Consortium, 461 anti-
Asian incidents were reported in 1995, 2% more than in 1994 and 38% more
than in 1993. Moreover, the violence of the incidents increased dramatically;
aggravated assaults rose by 14%, and two murders and one firebombing took
place. The Leadership Conference on Civil Rights and other experts in the field
find that present-day resentment is frequently fueled by the stereotype that Asian



Pacific Americans are harder-working, more successful academically, and more
affluent than most other Americans.

Arab Americans. Another growing immigrant group experiencing an upsurge in
hate crime, largely as a result of Middle East crises and the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks, are people of Arab descent. Often they are blamed for incidents
to which they have no connection. The hate crimes following the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, which included murder and beatings, were directed at Arabs solely
because they shared or were perceived as sharing the national background of
the hijackers responsible for attacking the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

Religious discrimination

Most religiously motivated hate crimes are acts of vandalism, although personal
attacks are not uncommon. The overwhelming majority (82% in 1996) are
directed against Jews, states the FBI. The 781 acts of vandalism that year
represent a 7% increase from 1995. However, acts of harassment, threat, or
assault went down by 15%, to 941, from a total of 1,116, a decline that the Anti-
Defamation League attributes to stronger enforcement of the law and heightened
educational outreach.

Most of the property crimes involve vandalism. In 1997, for example, SS lightning
bolts and swastikas were among the anti-Semitic graffiti discovered in Hebrew
and Yiddish books in the University of Chicago library, and an explosive device
was detonated at the door of a Jewish center in New York City. But personal
assaults against Jews are not uncommon. That same year, two men with a BB
gun entered a Wisconsin synagogue and started shooting during morning
prayers. In 1995 in Cincinnati, a gang member revealed that one of the victims of
his group's initiation ceremony was chosen just because he was Jewish.

People of other religions in the United States also experience hate crimes. The
FBI reported a seventeen-fold increase in anti-Muslim crimes nationwide during
2001, largely due to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Muslims were also victims of
harassment in the period immediately following the bombing of the Murrah
federal building in Oklahoma City; an Iraqi refugee in her mid-20's miscarried her
near-term baby after an attack on her home in which unknown assailants
screaming anti-Islamic epithets broke the window and pounded on her door,
reports the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights.

Gender-Based Bias

Gender-based violence is a significant social and historical problem, with women
the predominant victims. Only recently, however, have these acts of violence
been characterized as hate crimes. The Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998
would make gender a category of bias-motivated crime.



The Federal Hate Crimes Statistics Act does not collect data on gender.
However, a recent national survey found that 7.2 of every 1,000 women each
year are victims of rape. In testimony for a Congressional hearing on domestic
violence, University of Maryland psychology professor Lisa Goodman reported
that two decades of research indicates that at least two million women in the U.S.
may be the victims of severe assaults by their male partners in an average 12-
month period. At least 21% of all women are physically assaulted by an intimate
male at least once during adulthood. More than half of all women (52%)
murdered in the U.S. in the first half of the 1980s were killed by their partners.

The more violence a woman experiences, the more she suffers from
psychological distress that spills over into many areas of life. Most violence
against women is committed by a current or former male partner. Exposed to
attacks and threats over and over again, victims often live with increasing levels
of isolation and terror. Typical long-term effects of male violence are low self-
esteem, depression, and posttraumatic stress disorder. These problems are
compounded by psychophysiological complaints such as gastrointestinal
problems, severe headaches, and insomnia.

Gay Men and Lesbians

The most socially acceptable, and probably the most widespread, form of hate
crime among teenagers and young adults are those targeting sexual minorities,
says Dr. Franklin. She has identified four categories of assaulters involved in
such crimes, as follows:

e |deology assailants report that their crimes stem from their negative beliefs
and attitudes about homosexuality that they perceive other people in the
community share. They see themselves as enforcing social morals.

e Thrill seekers are typically adolescents who commit assaults to alleviate
boredom, to have fun and excitement, and to feel strong.

e Peer-dynamics assailants also tend to be adolescents; they commit
assaults in an effort to prove their toughness and heterosexuality to
friends.

e Self-defense assailants typically believe that homosexuals are sexual
predators and say they were responding to aggressive sexual
propositions.

Lesbian and gay victims suffer more serious psychological effects from
hate crimes than they do from other kinds of criminal injury. In their case,
the association between vulnerability and sexual orientation is particularly
harmful. This is because sexual identity is such an important part of one's
self-concept.




Of nearly 2,000 gay and lesbian people surveyed in Sacramento, California, by
Dr. Herek, roughly one-fifth of the women and one-fourth of the men reported
being the victim of a hate crime since age 16. One woman in eight and one man
in six had been victimized within the last 5 years. More than half the respondents
reported antigay verbal threats and harassment in the year before the survey.

People with Disabilities

Congress amended the Hate Crimes Statistics Act in 1994 to add disabilities as a
category for which hate crimes data are to be collected. Because the FBI only
began collecting statistics on disability bias in 1997, results are not yet available.
However, we know from social science research that the pervasive stigma that
people apply to both mental and physical disability is expressed in many forms of
discriminatory behaviors and practices, including increased risk for sexual and
physical abuse.

The Judge David L. Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law, a national
organization representing low-income adults and children with mental disabilities,
holds that such hate crimes are motivated by the perception that people with
disabilities are not equal, deserving, contributing members of society, and,
therefore, it is okay to attack them.

Although racial and ethnic tensions are thought to increase during economic
downswings, Dr. Donald P. Green, a political scientist at Yale University, has
found that a weak economy does not necessarily result in an increase in hate
crimes. His analysis of past incidents shows scant evidence that lynching of
black people in the pre-Depression South increased "in response to downturns in
cotton prices or general economic conditions." Monthly hate crime statistics
gathered by the Bias Crime Unit of the New York City Police Department show
similar results: High unemployment does not give rise to hate crimes "regardless
of whether we speak of black, Latino, Jewish, Asian, gay and lesbian, or white
victims," according to Green.

However, one form of economic change that may set the stage for racist hate
crimes occurs when minorities first move into an ethnically homogeneous area.
According to Dr. Green, the resulting violent reaction seems to be based on a
visceral aversion to social change. The offenders frequently justify the use of
force to preserve what they see as their disappearing, traditional way of life. The
more rapid the change, holds Dr. Green, the more likely violence will occur.

The 1980s, for example, witnessed the rapid disappearance of homogeneous
white enclaves within large cities, with an attendant surge in urban hate crimes. A
classic example is the Canarsie neighborhood in Brooklyn, which was primarily
white until large numbers of nonwhites arrived. The influx led to a rash of hate
crimes.



Conversely, says Dr. Green, integrated neighborhoods, sometimes characterized
as cauldrons of racial hostility, tend to have lower rates of hate crime than
neighborhoods on the verge of integration.

Because of insufficient information on the extent of hate crimes, it is likely that
many law enforcement agencies and communities are not taking the necessary
steps to stamp out these violations of law and order. It is also likely that only a
small percentage of hate crime victims receive the medical and mental health
services that public and nonprofit agencies make available to victims of violent
crime; thus, their pain and suffering is more likely to become a heavy burden and
last many years longer than is typical for other crime victims.

The American Psychological Association, therefore, has urged that Congress
undertake the following actions:

Support federal antidiscrimination laws, statutes, and regulations that ensure full
legal protection against discrimination and hate-motivated violence. Most
important, enact the Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998.

Increase support of the Community Relations Service (CRS), an arm of the
Department of Justice that works with local officials to resolve racial and ethnic
conflicts and is often seen as the federal government's peacemaker.

Law enforcement officials, community leaders, educators, researchers, and
policymakers must work together to halt hate crimes. Failure to enforce the
law against these crimes leaves entire groups of people feeling isolated
and vulnerable.

Support programs that offer training for police and victim-assistance
professionals on early intervention techniques that help hate crime victims better
cope with trauma. The curriculum could be similar to one developed by the CRS.
Encourage communities to launch educational efforts aimed at dispelling minority
stereotypes, reducing hostility between groups, and encouraging broader
intercultural understanding and appreciation.

According to Dr. Franklin, it is important that school administrators, school
boards, and classroom teachers constantly confront harassment and denigration
of those who are different. Anti-bias teaching should start in early childhood and
continue through high school. Teachers must also know that they have the
backing of administrators and school board members to intervene against
incidents of bias whether inside the school or on the playground.



Matthew Shepard

Friday October 16, 1998

The funeral has taken place for Matthew Shepard, a 21 year-old student, who
was savagely beaten to death because he was gay. Friends and family gathered
in pouring rain in the town of Casper, Wyoming, where he was baptized.

Matthew had been lured from a campus bar shortly after midnight on October 7
by two men who told him they were gay. He was driven to a remote area, tied to
a split-rail fence, tortured, beaten and pistol-whipped by his attackers, while he
begged for his life; he was then left for dead in near freezing temperatures. A
cyclist who found him on Snowy Mountain View Road at 6:22 pm, some 18 hours
after the attack, at first mistook him for a scarecrow. He was unconscious and
suffering from hypothermia. His face was caked with blood, except where it had
been partially washed clean by tears.

Matthew died at 12:53 am on Monday 12th October 1998, with his family at his
bedside. Hospital officials said Matthew had a fracture from behind his head to
just in front of his right ear and a massive brain stem injury which affected his
vital signs, including his heartbeat, body temperature and other involuntary
functions. There were also approximately a dozen small lacerations around his
head, face and neck. He was so badly injured in the attack that doctors were
unable to operate. He never regained consciousness after being found, and
remained on full life support.

While Matthew lay dying in hospital, a group of students from Colorado State
University thought it would be funny to ride a homecoming float that featured a
scarecrow figure designed to resemble Matthew's battered body. The figure was
wearing a sign that said "I'm gay." An obscene message was painted across the
back of the scarecrow's shirt. The students didn't mean to be insensitive. It was
supposed to be a joke. They were just ordinary guys, having a bit of fun.

Matthew was killed to make a point. His fragile, broken body was left strung up
like an animal as a clear message to gay men everywhere.

One of the ways of combating bigotry and prejudice is to start in our schools. Just
as people can be taught hatred and intolerance, so, too, can they be taught
respect for those who may be different from themselves; and to value people
equally, regardless of gender, color, disability, sexual orientation, religious
preference, national origin, ancestry, or age.

Critics will try to claim that this amounts to promoting homosexuality. You cannot
teach someone to be homosexual - it is not a conscious choice made by an
individual - but you can teach tolerance and understanding.



"For the Boy"
By Erin age 16

| cried for the boy who never knew me.

| cried for the boy because he was different.

| cried for the boy when they teased him.

| cried for the boy when they hurt him.

| cried for the boy when they took it too far.

| cried for the boy when he took his life into his own hands and left this world.
| cried for the boy because | saw it all happen.

| cried because | never said anything to stop it.

| cried because | laughed at their jokes.

| cried because he never hurt anyone.

| cried because he was alone.

| cried for his family.

| cried for not talking to him when | knew | could have been a friend.
| cried for the life he will never experience.

| cried for the boy | should have known.

Racism

Racism is the belief that a particular race is superior or inferior to another, that a
person’s social and moral traits are predetermined by his or her inborn biological
characteristics. Racial separatism is the belief, most of the time based on racism,
that different races should remain segregated and apart from one another.
Racism has existed throughout human history. It may be defined as the hatred of
one person by another -- or the belief that another person is less than human --
because of skin color, language, customs, place of birth or any factor that
supposedly reveals the basic nature of that person. It has influenced wars,
slavery, the formation of nations, and legal codes.

During the past 500-1000 years, racism on the part of Western powers toward
non-Westerners has had a far more significant impact on history than any other
form of racism (such as racism among Western groups or among Easterners,
such as Asians, Africans, and others). The most notorious example of racism by
the West has been slavery, particularly the enslavement of Africans in the New
World (slavery itself dates back thousands of years). This enslavement was
accomplished because of the racist belief that Black Africans were less fully
human than white Europeans and their descendants.

This belief was not "automatic": that is, Africans were not originally considered
inferior. When Portuguese sailors first explored Africa in the 15th and 16th
centuries, they came upon empires and cities as advanced as their own, and
they considered Africans to be serious rivals. Over time, though, as African
civilizations failed to match the technological advances of Europe, and the major
European powers began to plunder the continent and forcibly remove its
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inhabitants to work as slave laborers in new colonies across the Atlantic, Africans
came to be seen as a deficient "species," as "savages.” To an important extent,
this view was necessary to justify the slave trade at a time when Western culture
had begun to promote individual rights and human equality. The willingness of
some Africans to sell other Africans to European slave traders also led to claims
of savagery, based on the false belief that the "dark people" were all kinsmen, all
part of one society - as opposed to many different, sometimes warring nations.
One important feature of racism, especially toward Blacks and immigrant groups,
is clear in attitudes regarding slaves and slavery. Jews are usually seen by anti-
Semites as subhuman but also superhuman: devilishly cunning, skilled, and
powerful. Blacks and others are seen by racists as merely subhuman, more like
beasts than men. If the focus of anti-Semitism is evil, the focus of racism is
inferiority -- directed toward those who have sometimes been considered to lack
even the ability to be evil (though in the 20th century, especially, victims of
racism are often considered morally degraded).

In the second half of the 19th century, Darwinism, the decline of Christian belief,
and growing immigration were all perceived by many white Westerners as a
threat to their cultural control. European and, to a lesser degree, American
scientists and philosophers devised a false racial "science" to "prove" the
supremacy of non-Jewish whites. While the Nazi annihilation of Jews discredited
most of these supposedly scientific efforts to elevate one race over another,
small numbers of scientists and social scientists have continued throughout the
20th century to argue the inborn shortcomings of certain races, especially Blacks.
At the same time, some public figures in the American Black community have
championed the supremacy of their own race and the inferiority of whites - using
nearly the identical language of white racists.

All of these arguments are based on a false understanding of race; in fact,
contemporary scientists are not agreed on whether race is a valid way to classify
people. What may seem to be significant "racial" differences to some people -
skin color, hair, facial shape - are not of much scientific significance. In fact,
genetic differences within a so-called race may be greater than those between
races. One philosopher writes: "There are few genetic characteristics to be found
in the population of England that are not found in similar proportions in Zaire or in
China....those differences that most deeply affect us in our dealings with each
other are not to any significant degree biologically determined."

Holocaust Denial

Holocaust Denial is an Anti-Semitic propaganda movement active in the United
States, Canada, and Western Europe that seeks to deny the reality of the Nazi
regime's systematic mass murder of six million Jews during World War II. It
generally depicts historical accounts of this genocide as propaganda, generated
by a Jewish, or "Zionist," conspiracy.
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One of the most notable anti-Semitic movements to develop over the past two
decades has been an organized effort to deny the established history of Nazi
Germany's extermination of six million Jews during the Holocaust. In the United
States the movement has been known in recent years primarily through the
publication of advertisements in college campus newspapers. The first of these
ads claimed to call for "open debate on the Holocaust." While discussion of
historical events is certainly useful and educational, "debating” the Holocaust
would be like debating whether American colonists even, in fact, fought for
independence from England in 1776. Another ad questioned the authenticity of
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. These ads have been
published in several dozen student newspapers on campuses across the
country.

Similar examples of such propaganda have begun to appear on the Internet as
well. In addition to creating their own home pages, Holocaust deniers have
sometimes crashed the sites of legitimate Holocaust and Jewish discussion
groups in an effort to spread false information and harass Jews. In addition,
Holocaust deniers have advertised their Web sites in classified ads in college
and community newspapers.

These paid advertisements and Internet activities have appeared continuously
since 1991. Though there is no evidence that they have persuaded large
numbers of students to doubt the settled record of events which make up the
Holocaust, the ads have sparked controversy between Jewish and non-Jewish
students. In fact, this is exactly the goal of the Holocaust deniers.

By attacking the facts of the Holocaust and maintaining that their attack is merely
an unorthodox point of view, Holocaust deniers demonstrate their subtle but
hateful anti-Semitic beliefs. They try to spread the view that Jews are only using
the Holocaust to take advantage of non-Jewish guilt and that Jews control the
media and academic world. Some of these beliefs, in fact, are similar to those
which helped bring Hitler to power in Germany during the 1930s.

The roots of Holocaust denial - or Holocaust "revisionism," as its adherents refer
to the movement - can be found in the language of the Nazis itself, which tried to
hide acts of imprisonment, slave labor, and mass murder under euphemisms
such as “relocation” and "The Final Solution.” After World War II, former Nazis
and their supporters similarly claimed that Hitler's hatred of the Jews had been
misinterpreted, and that the numerous confessions of Nazi leaders describing the
genocide had been coerced by the Allies. This neo-Nazi movement also
dismissed the testimony of survivors from the concentration camps as
exaggeration and lies. Other political extremists in the 1960s and 1970s, such as
radical anti-Israel groups or fringe conspiracy theorists, echoed the views of
these right-wing anti-Semites.

As an organized movement, Holocaust denial began in 1979 with the founding of
a group called the Institute for Historical Review (IHR). The IHR publishes a
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magazine (the Journal of Historical Review), holds conferences, and distributes a
variety of anti-Jewish books - all devoted to the idea that Hitler's record of
atrocities is a fraud concocted by a powerful, secret conspiracy of Jews. Among
those connected to the IHR is Bradley Smith, the man responsible for most of the
Holocaust denial advertisements in college newspapers.

Many proponents of Holocaust denial claim that their propaganda has been
misrepresented, and that they are victims of yet another conspiracy, also led by
Jews, to suppress independent research. In making these claims, Holocaust
deniers try to exploit the sympathy of most people, especially students, for
academic debate and honest critical thinking. These arguments are dishonest,
though, for three main reasons:

1. Holocaust deniers reject all evidence and research that contradicts their
views. Rather than promote honest research, these propagandists wish to
challenge the historical record with their own views, which have no
credibility.

2. The "research" the deniers use comes to conclusions that are false.
Among the untruths routinely promoted are the claims that no gas
chambers existed at Auschwitz, that only 600,000 Jews were killed rather
than six million, and that Hitler had no murderous intentions toward Jews
or other groups persecuted by his government.

3. Holocaust deniers conceal the true motivation for their propaganda.
Though the deniers often try to assume a scholarly, reasonable tone in
their public statements, in their more private newsletters, conferences, and
e-mails they typically display hatred of Jews, admiration for Nazism, and
contempt for free speech and democracy.

KU KLUX KLAN

Originally founded at the end of the Civil War, the Ku Klux Klan is a white
supremacist group that uses violence and intimidation in order to reassert white
domination in the United States. The Klan's attacks have been directed at Blacks,
Jews, Catholics, immigrants and other minority groups. It has long been
notorious for its use of white robes and hoods, and the burning of large crosses
at its gatherings.

The Ku Klux Klan is perhaps the most famous of all hate groups in America.
Even without extensive knowledge of its history or views, many Americans
recognize the unmistakable symbols of the KKK -- the robe, the hood, and the
burning cross.

Although there have always been different branches of the KKK, all of them have
held a common goal: to maintain the supremacy of the white race over Black
Americans. While membership in the Klan has risen and fallen during its 130
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year history, the scope of its hatred has expanded, adding Jews, Catholics,
homosexuals, and immigrants.

The KKK was born on Christmas Eve, 1865, when six Confederate soldiers, just
out of uniform, met in Pulaski, Tennessee, to form a secret fraternal order.
Deriving its name from the Greek word "kuklos"(circle), the organization was
originally social in nature. Soon, however, the group began terrorizing Blacks by
raiding their homes at night while wearing white sheets (their horses were
sometimes clad in sheets as well).

While the Klan grew larger, it was hurt by fighting between competing factions,
financial troubles, and congressional and legal investigations. In the 1870s, the
KKK was all but destroyed. However, after more than 40 years of inactivity, the
"Invisible Empire," as the Klan called itself, rose again in the autumn of 1915.
Within a decade, the movement had reached the height of its power: no longer
merely a southern organization, it became a national phenomenon. Several
prominent politicians, including governors, senators, and congressmen were
active Klan leaders. Overall Klan membership reached between four and five
million during this period (mid-1920s).

However, the Klan experienced another round of internal disputes, financial
gaffes, and legal probes, and its membership and influenced dropped
significantly until the mid-1950s. Spurred on by racial desegregation and the
start of the civil rights struggle, Klan activity was on the rise again by 1956, with
units springing up in several states. The group terrified Blacks and white civil
rights workers with cross burnings, beatings, bombings, death threats, even
murder.

Klan membership has been in steady decline since the mid-eighties. The
combined membership of all Klans today, including splinter groups, is 2500-3000,
due largely to disputes among Klan leaders, its failure to recruit younger
extremists, strong law enforcement, and litigation brought by civil rights groups
that has bankrupted Klan treasuries.

NEO-NAZI SKINHEADS

Neo-Nazi Skinheads can generally be recognized by their shaven heads and the
Nazi symbols they wear on their clothing and have tattooed on their skin. Their
threatening style of dress is just one way in which they express their violent
hatred of Blacks, Jews, gays, and other minority groups. In recent years,
Skinheads have become a dangerous force in cities across the United States
and Europe. In the U.S., neo-Nazi Skinheads have been responsible for up to 45
murders during the last two decades. Some even dream of starting a race war in
this country.

The Skinhead movement began in the early 1970s in England, where gangs of
menacing-looking, tattooed teenagers in combat boots started to hang out in the
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streets. Their original style of dress and behavior was meant to symbolize tough,
patriotic, anti-immigrant, working-class attitudes. But slowly racist and neo-Nazi
beliefs also started to become popular among many of these Skinhead groups.
(Some Skinheads did not become racist, however, just as some are not today; in
fact, some actively oppose racism.)

In the years that followed, the Skinhead movement began to spread from
England to the rest of Europe and the United States. Today, racist Skinheads are
active in 33 countries on 6 continents. The movement is especially strong in
countries with high rates of immigration and unemployment. Its members almost
always range in age from 13 to 25.

The Skinhead look is easily recognizable: a shaved head or very short hair;
jeans; thin suspenders; combat boots or Doc Martens; a bomber jacket,
sometimes with Nazi symbols sewn on; and tattoos of Nazi-like emblems. The
average neo-Nazi gang ranges in size from fewer than ten to several dozen
members. While their look is important to them, being a Skinhead is not just a
way to dress - it is an entire way of life. The Skinheads glorify Adolf Hitler and
dedicate themselves to fulfilling his dream of a world run by Aryan, or white,
people.

The Skinheads' neo-Nazi ideology and gang lifestyle give them a sense of power,
belonging, and superiority over others, often in troubled environments and at an
age when they are trying to find their place in their world. It also creates an
atmosphere in which violence is the norm. In the United States, Skinheads have
demonstrated their willingness to attack or even kill for their cause: they are
responsible for as many as 45 murders of racial minorities, homosexuals and
even other skinheads. Wherever their gangs have surfaced, hateful crimes have
followed. The new young faces and raw energy of the Skinheads provide a boost
to the organized hate movement in America.
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Quiz

1. What is the definition of a hate crime?

2. What is The Hate Crimes Prevision Act of 19987

3. Why are hate crime victims less likely to report the crime to the police?

4. According to Dr. Herek approximately how much time is needed for a hate
crime victim to overcome their ordeal?

5. What is the largest determinant of hate crimes?

6. What is the definition of nativism?

7. Most hate crimes are acts of vandalism, although
personal attacks are not uncommon.
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8. According to Dr. Lisa Goodman what is the percentage of women who are
physically assaulted by an intimate male at least once during adulthood.

9. What is the most socially acceptable form of hate crime among teenagers and
young adults?

10. According to Judge David L. Bazelon, what motivates hate crimes against
people with disabilities?

11. Who was Matthew Shepard?

12. What is the definition of racism?

13. What is the most notorious example of racism by the west?

14. What may seem to be a significant “racial” difference to some people actually
is not of much scientific significance?
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15. What is holocaust denial?

16. What is the most notable anti-Semitic movements to develop over the past
two decades?

17. What is homophobia?

18. What is perhaps the most famous of all hate groups in America?

19. How many countries are racist Skinheads active?

20. When and where did the skinhead movement start?
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SHORT ESSAYS
Each essay should be a full one page and approximately 500 words.

1. Write a one page essay based on the Matthew Shepherd story. Include your
feelings on the issue and also how you would feel if someone assaulted you
based on who you are or on your beliefs.

2. Write a one page essay based on two of the following articles.
Racism
Holocaust Denial

Ku Klux Klan
Neo-Nazi Skinheads

Fill in the list of activities and actions that could help to end racism and hate.

Small things that everyone can do Large Project
Example: Talking to someone at lunch | Example: Starting a chat group for
who is different in some way students who have experienced

discrimination or prejudice at school
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................................................................................................................................................

IN THE NEWSROOM

Many stories in the news are related to racism, prejudice and hate crime. Over
the past couple of years there has been a rise of hate crimes being committed in
the United States and terrorist acts committed around the world. Locate an article
related to one of these topics. What events, emotions or people led to the
problem? What could have been done to prevent the problem? What could
happen in the future?

VOCABULARY

Fill in the number of each term next to its closet definition.

1. Tolerance 5. ideology
2. diversity 6. minority
3. racism 7. culture
4. holocaust 8. heritage

a belief that race determines a person’s worth and that some races are superior to
others

____the shared history of a particular group

____respect for someone whose beliefs or practices are different from one’s own
____ideas or beliefs of a particular person or group

____agroup or individual who is different from others in some way

____amixture of people from different backgrounds and cultures

____aviolent movement in the late 1930s and in the 1940s to extinguish the Jewish

Population in Europe

____the beliefs, traditions and customs shared by a particular group
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EXPOSING PREJUDICE

1. Finish each statement below with the first words that come to mind. This is just an
exercise, so be honest. Just because your write something down, doesn’t necessarily
mean you believe it.

Jewish people are

Computer programmers are

Fashion models are

Older people always

Mothers on public assistance are

2. Can you think of other statements like the ones above? If so, what are they?

3. Where do you think you got the statements you wrote down — from your family,
friends, life experiences, television, movies, the news, or a combination? Explain your
answer.

To be prejudiced means to “pre-judge” without having any information. The more

information we have, the less likely we are to be prejudiced.
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